Considerable multiple esophageal carcinoma. Implications of a new clinical entity.
The multiple occurrence of primary squamous cell carcinoma of the esophagus is often observed, and most such occurrences are double cancers. There have also been some cases with three or more intra-esophageal cancers, however, no detailed clinicopathologic study has yet been performed in the literature. Two hundred and fifty patients of primary esophageal squamous cell carcinoma without preoperative treatment that underwent esophageal resection were re-evaluated by serial histopathologic investigations and we analyzed the data of ten patients with three or more intraesophageal cancers. The clinical and histopathologic characteristics were as follows; 1) all but one of the cases were male, 2) all patients had a history of both heavy smoking and drinking but only one case had a family history of esophageal cancers among their siblings, 3) the depth of invasion in the carcinomas was restricted to within the submucosal layer of the esophageal wall, which was defined as superficial esophageal carcinoma, almost all (90%) of the cases accompanied esophageal squamous epithelial dysplasia. Based on these prominent characteristics of considerable multiple intra-esophageal cancers, a new clinical entity of "esophageal field cancers" could thus be suggested.